
 

18 January 2019   

North is the First UK Based P&I Club to Confirm Post-Brexit 
Trading Arrangements 
North P&I, one of the world’s leading providers of marine insurance, today confirmed that its subsidiary in 
Ireland, North of England P&I DAC, has received authorisation as a non-life insurance business from the Central 
Bank of Ireland (CBI).  

Following successful delivery of this key milestone in North’s Brexit Contingency Plan, formal authorisation from 
the CBI (effective from 31 December 2018) allows North to continue its European operations after the expected 
loss of existing EU financial services ‘passporting’ rights when the United Kingdom leaves the EU on 29 March 
2019.   

From 20 February 2019, members and policyholders with an EEA (European Economic Area) place of 
management will be insured by North of England P&I DAC and all documentation for EEA insurance business 
(including certificates of entry and blue cards) will be issued and administered by that company. This will apply 
to all classes of business previously underwritten by North and its subsidiary Sunderland Marine, including P&I, 
FD&D and Hull. Members and policyholders with a non-EEA place of management will continue to be insured by 
North and Sunderland Marine.  All members and policyholders, EEA and Non-EEA, will have access to North and 
Sunderland Marine’s extensive global expertise and will receive the same high-quality service as provided under 
existing, pre-Brexit arrangements.  

The Board of North of England P&I DAC has been established, with: 

 Pratap Shirke, Chairman of the Board, complementing his current role as Chairman of North. 
 Paul Jennings & David Bruce as Executive Directors. 
 Two local Independent Non-Executive Directors, Caitríona Somers and Rachel Panagiodis. 
 Existing Group directors Peter Johnson and Alexander Lynch acting as Non-Executive Directors.  

The company’s head office in Dublin will be managed by a team of senior executives who have already 
transferred from North’s UK headquarters in Newcastle. The senior team based in Dublin now includes: 

 David Bruce as Chief Executive Officer. David was formerly North’s Group Financial Controller. 
 Richard Bracken as Head of Underwriting. Richard has previously acted as the Group Director 

(Underwriting) responsible for the European Area. 
 Geoff Potter as Risk & Compliance Officer. Previously Geoff was North’s Head of Group Compliance.  

Recruitment for support roles within the office is underway and a total of eight people will be based in Dublin 
when the office reaches its full staff complement sometime in mid-2019.  



 

Paul Jennings, North’s Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the International Group of P&I Clubs, commented 
“North has opened and staffed this new office in Dublin to ensure that North’s members, particularly those 
whose ships have their place of management within the EEA, can continue to trade with confidence after Brexit 
on 29 March with no change to the excellent service levels currently delivered by our teams across the Club. As 
the first UK based P&I Club to confirm its post-Brexit trading arrangements, I am confident that this new 
subsidiary will continue to build upon our long tradition of delivering excellent service to our members around 
the world. The establishment of our subsidiary in Ireland is a significant development in the life of the Club and 
I’d like to acknowledge the contributions of Chris Owen (Group General Counsel), Michael Easom (Project 
Manager) and the rest of our team in delivering a successful outcome.”  

END 

For further information contact: Kim Rogerson on +44 191 232 5221 / kim.rogerson@nepia.com, or Nick Arthur 
on +44 1865 514214 / nick.arthur@blue-comms.com  

 

Notes to Editors:  

North P&I Club 

North P&I Club is a leading global marine insurer providing P&I, FD&D, war risks and ancillary insurance to 195 
million GT of owned and chartered tonnage. Through its guaranteed subsidiary Sunderland Marine, North is also 
a leading insurer of fishing vessels, small craft and aquaculture risks. The Standard and Poor’s ‘A’ rated Club is 
based in Newcastle upon Tyne, UK with regional offices and subsidiaries in China (Hong Kong and Shanghai), 
Greece, Ireland, Japan, Singapore, USA and Sunderland Marine offices worldwide. North is a leading member of 
the International Group of P&I Clubs (IG), with over 12% of the IG's owned tonnage. The 13 IG clubs provide 
liability cover for approximately 90% of the world's ocean-going tonnage and, as a member of the IG, North 
protects and promotes the interests of the international shipping industry. For further information, 
visit: www.nepia.com 

Sunderland Marine 

Sunderland Marine is a leading insurer of fishing vessels, small craft and aquaculture risks. Established in 1882, 
Sunderland Marine has been providing marine insurance for over 130 years. Sunderland Marine’s highly 
qualified and knowledgeable teams of underwriters, surveyors and claims staff ensure that clients are provided 
with high levels of service and comprehensive insurance policies. For more information on Sunderland Marine, 
please visit www.sunderlandmarine.com. 

 

 


